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News from your Headteacher 
 

I hope that you have all had a lovely week and that you have enjoyed the glimpses of sunshine too. The Easter holidays 
are approaching quickly-a reminder that it is Good Friday on 3rd April and school is closed, so the children will start 
their holiday at 3:10pm on Thursday 2nd April. We return on Monday 20th April. There is a PTFA Disco on Friday 27th 
March, tickets are selling fast! These can be purchased via your Parent Pay account. 
 

We have enjoyed celebrating Comic Relief and World Down Syndrome Day in school today. During the day, classes 
have talked about kindness, friendship and including everyone; important and common themes for our school. Some 
classes have made posters and others have written messages about what makes them special. 
 

As we approach the Easter holidays, I think it is good to look back at the term and celebrate all the wonderful learning 
experiences the children have had. It has been lovely to see some parents in school listening to children read, or helping 
with trips or visits. We welcome volunteers in school to support children with projects, off-site visits or to listen to 
children read. If you feel you would be able to offer support in school on a regular basis, please collect a volunteer 
application form from the office: we would really appreciate your support. Mr Smith or I would also be extremely 
happy to arrange to have a chat with anyone interested about some of the roles in the school that would benefit from 
support from volunteers. For safeguarding reasons, all volunteers undergo a robust recruitment process including 
being asked to provide references and complete some online training.  
 

We have had another busy week at Withycombe, with lots of fabulous learning going on in our classrooms. Children 
are really enjoying the topics they are covering and are becoming really knowledgeable about these. We always choose 
topics that will engage the children and capture their imagination. Staff have spent a great deal of time putting 
together our ‘Withycombe Curriculum’ ensuring children are able to build upon prior learning as they progress through 
the school. Displays in school reflect some of the learning going on. 
 

    

 

If you would like to find out more about our school curriculum and what children are learning about, please take a 
look at our curriculum pages on the website. https://www.wrpschool.org/main-curriculum-2026 
 

Have a lovely weekend,  
Mrs E Jones, Headteacher 
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Safeguarding: 
World Down Syndrome Day at Withycombe Primary School 

Today our school celebrated World Down Syndrome Day, a 
special day in our Withycombe School community that 
helps us learn more about Down syndrome, and celebrate 
how everyone is unique. 

Teachers talked to the children about what Down 
Syndrome is and how people can do amazing things just 
like anyone else. We learned that the day is actually on the 
21st day of the 3rd month because people with Down 
Syndrome have three copies of chromosome 21. 

Everyone was invited to come to school wearing bright, colourful, or odd socks 
– or even the official WDSD socks – for the day. This fun activity helped us to 
remember that being different is something to celebrate! During the day, 
classes talked about kindness, friendship and including everyone – important 
and common themes for our school. Some classes made posters, and others 
wrote messages about what makes them special. 

You may remember we entered a competition to design the official 2026 
campaign socks and some Withycombe pupils won some of the 2025 bright 
colourful pairs of socks! The winning Withy entry from that is shown here. 

We also learned about safeguarding, and how some people can be more vulnerable and may need extra 
help and support to stay safe. Our pupils understand that it’s important to look out for one another, be 
kind, and tell a trusted adult if they’re worried about someone. Making sure everyone feels safe, 
respected, included and has a sense of belonging plays an important part in our school community. 

World Down Syndrome Day reminds us that our differences 
make the world a more interesting and kinder place. 

Red Nose Day was also celebrated in school today - a day where we 
raise awareness of the charity that supports children and families (both 
in the UK and in other countries) who may need extra help. Red Nose 
Day is another opportunity for our school community to show kindness 
and support for those who are more vulnerable, helping everyone feel 
included and cared for.   

We are enjoyed seeing the children (and some adults!) in their ‘Red-to-
Toe’ red-nose & odd socks combinations! 
 
Mike Smith 
Safeguarding Lead 
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Year 1 - British Science Week 
This week we celebrated British Science Week in school. The theme for this year is Curiosity. The team behind British 
Science Week are encouraging children and young people to think about what might make a ‘good’ or ‘positive’ 
childhood in the future. The children shared some fantastic ideas and created posters to represent their thoughts 
and predictions. We were very impressed with their creativity and thoughtful responses — the posters look amazing! 

 

 

 

  

  
 

   

Some more of the 
fabulous artwork being 
displayed around the 
school. 
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People who help us 
Ladybirds, Bumblebees and Dragonflies have been finding out all about people who help us!  

We have had special visits from some Police Officers, Dentists and Firefighters to tell us all about the 
special jobs they do, and the ways in which they help us or keep us safe. 

 

   
 

Sports and Other Achievements 
If your child would like to share their achievements, whether that’s a sporting success, gaining library reading 

challenge certificates, or anything else – please email a photo and a short description to admin@wrpschool.org. 

   
Darcie in Hazel Class won GOLD last 

weekend and Silver this weekend 
along with her partner in acrobatic 
gymnastics. She’s also qualified to 

represent the South West at 
the Inter-Regional finals in 

Southampton! 

Reg in Otter Class  
was awarded the  

Top Trainer trophy! 

Albert in Dolphin Class got a Player of 
the Session trophy from this week’s 

Dodgeball ASC with LD Active.  
He says was awarded it for great 

listening and great Dodgeball skills! 
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OPAL shout out! 
Our children love the choices available through our 
lunchtime OPAL play and the opportunities to 
interact in so many different ways. The types of 
play that they experience include: role play such as 
dressing up; social play, skipping and parachute 
games are particularly popular; creative play, 
including Lego and drawing; and exploratory and 
small world play.  

We’re always on the look out to replenish the stock of resources used for our wonderful OPAL play.  
If you feel you are able to support, please speak to Mr Smith, Mrs Ryan or Mrs Church, or email 
opal@wrpschool.org. 

We would currently appreciate any of the following (although please let us know if you have something 
else in mind!) 

 toy cars  
 dolls / action figures / animals / dinosaurs 
 pots and pans or similar that could be used for ‘music’ or our digging pit. 
 large pieces of decorative / see-through fabric    

 

Please also let us know (perhaps if you’re a builder, or work for a utility etc) if you have access to any larger 
‘loose parts’ eg:  

 lengths of guttering (for toy cars or water play) 
 long planks or wood like scaffold boards (for den building) 
 plastic drums (non-hazardous) 
 concrete mix or play sand 
 cable drums 
 tarpaulin/sail fabric, preferably with eyelets  
 thick rope 
 long wooden poles or uprights. 

 

We would also love to hear from you if you were ever willing and able to lend a hand in making something 
for OPAL play – we always have mini-projects on the go! For example, we are currently making boot racks, 
signs for the playground and music walls. Any donations or other support will be very much appreciated, as 
always. 

   
 

mailto:opal@wrpschool.org


 



Received your MCAS invitation email? 

What you need to do - within 24 hours: 
Over the last week we sent out sign-up emails with a link to the ‘My Child at School’ Parent 
Login page. We don’t think this will have been seamless as we have so many families to get 
signed up, including some with multiple email addresses and some with split families etc. 
If you have not received an invitation email and you expect to get one, please be patient with us 
while we check on the progress of account activations and look over missed or expired links. 

As we’re sending the emails in stages (so we don’t overwhelm the system), we began with priority 1 
contacts, so if you’re a priority 2+ contact your email should arrive soon.  

When your email arrives, you need to open it and click on: ‘Please click Here to create your login 
password’. You can do this on any mobile phone, tablet or PC.  
Here’s what the email looks like: 

Missed the 24 hour active link deadline? If we notice any accounts that have not been 
activated before the link expires, we’ll aim to resend it to the same email address next week. 

By Tuesday 2nd June you will need MCAS to be able to book and select school 
lunches, pay for trips and book clubs etc. It is important that you activate your MCAS 
account on receipt of your email invitation.  

A copy of all the information we send out about the MCAS app will be put on our Home Connect 
page of the website in case you need to refer back to it: wrpschool.org/homeconnect-2026 

Thank you for your patience and support as we roll this out across the school! 
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