
Weekly School News Roundup
Withycombe Raleigh  
C of E Primary School 

Mrs Emma Jones, Headteacher 
Withycombe Village Road 

Exmouth, Devon, EX8 3BA 

Please ring us on: (01395) 263397 
email: admin@wrpschool.org 

website: wrpschool.orgDate: 24th April 2026 

News from your Headteacher

Welcome Back for the Summer Term! I hope you all had a lovely Easter holiday and that your children are looking 
forward to the term ahead. There are lots of events in the diary for the term already so please make sure we have up-
to-date contact details for you. Please also remember that we have a calendar on the school website which is updated 
regularly with events including Sports Day, class photos and PTFA events. All the staff at Withycombe are committed 
to making children’s learning both exciting and engaging with lots of experiences that we hope children will remember 
for a very long time.  

As we enter the Summer Term and hopefully warmer weather, children may opt to wear summer dresses or shorts as 
per our uniform expectations. Please remember that on days when children have PE lessons, they should wear the 
appropriate PE kit (black shorts or jogging bottoms/school t-shirt and either a school jumper or school hoodie). Several 
children are wearing ‘non-uniform’ items on these days which are not permitted. We would appreciate your support 
with this request. Please also ensure that children have a sun hat and water bottle available each day.  

https://www.wrpschool.org/school-uniform 

School Vision Survey 
We are currently reviewing our School Vision (Growing Happy, Caring Hearts and Minds) and would love to hear from 
our whole school community; you should have received links this week to two surveys - one for parents and carers 
and one for children. We are seeking your views on what makes Withycombe special and distinctive to you, and what 
your hopes are for your children during their time here. Your insights will help us identify the key features of our school 
and guide our vision for the future. Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts. 

Survey for Parents and Carers: https://forms.gle/a1uSwVFTKPDUvaig6 
Survey for children: https://forms.gle/oZ83yAagMR9BJLNFA 

Swimming 
On Monday we were excited to have our ‘pop up’ pool on site, ready for swimming lessons for children in Years 2 and 
3. The first week has been a success and it has been wonderful to see the children in the water, enjoying the 
opportunity to develop water confidence and swimming skills. This is a new venture for us as school and we hope that 
having the pool on site will enable us to give more children more time in the water, and more opportunity to develop 
these vital skills. As a school that is so close to the sea, we believe it is vital that we give all our children the necessary 
skills to keep themselves safe in the water. Thank you to the PTFA for subsidising the cost of the pool.  As with anything 
new we had a few teething problems, but hopefully these have been rectified and the remainder of the lessons will 
take place without issue.

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs E Jones 
Headteacher 
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Wellbeing

Earth Day, is an annual event on April 22 to demonstrate 
support for environmental protection. It aims to raise 
awareness of issues that impact our planet. For further 
information visit the World Wildlife Trust: 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/world-days/earth-day 

It can also be a great opportunity to marvel and be mindful at how wonderful our planet is, with Spring bringing lots 
of change in new growth and new life.  

Mindfulness is where we give our mental attention to being in the present moment, avoiding dwelling on the past or 
thinking about the future. By doing this regularly we may be able to help reduce feelings of anxiety, worry or sadness 
in ourselves and our children. Connecting with Nature is a great way to practice being mindful! One way to do this in 
nature, is by using our senses - sight, smell, hearing, touch. 

Try a nature walk this weekend. Talk with your child about: 

 What they like in the scenery around them
 How many things they can spot that are the colours of the rainbow
 What shapes the clouds make
 Which flowers smell best
 Shut your eyes - What different sounds can they hear
 How many leaves can they find with different textures

And above all - have fun in the present moment! 

A Reminder about our School Wellbeing Webpage 

We would like to remind you about our Wellbeing Page on our school website: wrpschool.org/wellbeing-2026 

Has your child been anxious about returning to school after the Easter break? Please scroll down to our article ‘start 
the day in a calm way’ for lots of ideas and strategies to overcome this. You can also view videos and presentations 
on understanding and managing anxiety, anger and grief. 

In school we also promote 10 choices that we can all make – 
children and adults - to help our own mental health. See our 
Mental Health Jigsaw of choices! 

If you would like to know more about what mental health and 
wellbeing services are available locally, you will find a list of 
local and national resources we feel may be of help. 

Mrs L Jones 
Wellbeing TA 
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A Splashing Time! 

We were very excited at the arrival of the swimming pool on our Year 3 playground! 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their MCAS account. If your link 
has expired and you need it to be sent again, please let us know by 
emailing admin@wrpschool.org 

The activation links were emailed to ‘Priority 1’ contacts, as these are the 
family members authorised to access the data that the system holds 
about their children. If you have a Priority 2 contact who also needs a 
link, please email us.  

You can now report absences using the app. When we review an absence 
submitted via MCAS you automatically receive a notification that we have 
‘accepted’ it, and the register has been updated.  

From 1st June MCAS will be a one-stop shop and you’ll be able to book 
your school lunches, clubs and trips too.  

Kings Garden Centre donated some 
bulbs – that they are blooming 
brightly at school now! 

mailto:admin@wrpschool.org
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Sports and Other Achievements 

On Sunday Mrs Jones ran the 
Newport Marathon – and achieved 

a new PB of 3:30:26! 

On Sunday 19th April, Blossom watched her Dad (Lee) run the Manchester 
marathon! He helps with the school running club too. 

“I was super excited to watch my Dad race for the first time, finishing the 
marathon in 2:54:44! He finished 704th out of 28,077 people!” 

Reggie in Rabbits Class is proud to 
have earned his 

Stage 2 swimming award! 

During the Easter break Ella competed in a European, 
National and Regional races. Ella raced hard and got 4th in the European 

Cup Round 3, and 2nd both days in Manchester. 
Next up is Glasgow for rounds 3 and 4 of the National BMX Series! 

If your child would like to share their achievements - whether that’s a sporting success,  
gaining library reading challenge certificates, theatre or music performances,  

or anything else – please email a photo and a short description to: admin@wrpschool.org
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