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News from your Headteacher 

Another lovely, busy week in school with lots of exciting learning going on inside the classroom and outside 

in our fantastic outdoor environment. Members of the Senior Leadership Team are fortunate to be able to 

regularly visit classrooms and to witness first hand the children learning. Children at Withycombe are keen 

and enthusiastic learners and it is always a pleasure to be a part of their lessons. We hope that you will be 

able to meet with your child’s class teacher next week and that you will be able to get a flavour of what 

your child has been doing this term. These meetings are a really important part of the school year and a 

chance for parents to find out about the progress children are making and the areas of the curriculum 

which they need to focus on. We prefer that children do not attend the parents evening if possible to 

enable staff to have an open and honest conversation with parents. Please feel free to spend some time 

outside the classroom looking at you child’s exercise books and taking some time to celebrate what they 

have done. 

Emergency Procedures 

As a school we have always had an Emergency Evacuation Plan which is in place in case we have to 

evacuate the school, for instance if there was a fire. We rehearse this each term as a fire drill and children 

are very familiar with this process. Recent Government guidance has recommended that schools should 

also have a procedure in place in case they need staff and pupils to stay indoors. This is called a ‘lockdown 

procedure’. We have recently had our phone system upgraded and our new system provides a phone in 

each classroom. These phones enable us to alert classes that they need to stay indoors. If required, the 

office will alert classes and a message is transmitted via the phone which alerts everyone that we need to 

go into a lockdown situation. This procedure may be required if there were to be a swarm of bees in the 

grounds, smoke or air pollution from an incident nearby, vehicles or machinery being used on school or 

site. We want children to be familiar with our lockdown procedure and to be unafraid if the school needs 

to use this alert. Children will simply remain in the classrooms and continue with their learning until they 

are informed that the ‘danger’ has been removed. We have this week spoken to the children about this 

new procedure and we will be rehearsing its use in the coming weeks. There are no concerns that we are in 

any risk of needing to use this system but in a desire to keep our school community as safe as possible, we 

are keen to have the procedure in place ‘just in case’. If you wish to discuss this with me, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 
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Contact us 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can 
email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397.  
Please be aware that teachers do not have the opportunity to check emails during the school day and 
therefore if you have an urgent message for staff within the school day, please ring our office or email as 
indicated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
Mrs. E Jones 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week 2023. 

This year children’s mental health week will take place from 6-12 February 2023.  The week is run by children’s 
mental health charity Place2Be to raise awareness of the importance of children and young people’s mental health. 
This year’s theme is Let’s Connect.  The focus is; encouraging children to look at how we connect with others and 
how parents/carers can connect with their children.  Social connection has been proven to offer a number of mental 
health benefits, such as boosting mood, reducing stress and improving self-esteem.  

“Place2Be is encouraging people to connect with others in healthy, rewarding and meaningful ways. As parents and 
carers, you are an important role model to your child. How you connect with friends and family will influence your 
child, and how they develop their own friendships and relationships. For example, how you greet people and 
maintain friendships, but also how you forgive people or say sorry when you need to”. (taken from the Place2Be 
website 2023) 

Here are some tips that you may find useful to help you connect with your child/children. 

● Try to make time to connect every day.  This could be spending a few minutes after school, finding out about 
their day, spending 10 minutes playing a quick game with your child or maybe even going for a walk together. 

● Talk to your child about their friends, try to listen without judgement. 

● Take an interest in your child’s world, this could be music they enjoy or a hobby they have. 

● Find time to connect as a family, play a game together, watch a movie or take a trip to the park. 

● Resolve conflict after an argument, model as adults how this should be done helping to repair relationships 
and know how and when to apologise. 

  

You can find more detailed information, on children’s mental health week, on the Place2Be website. 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/ 

Please also remember our school Wellbeing page has lots of useful advice and information around mental health, as 
well as local and national sources of support. 
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Upcoming Events 

Term dates can be found at: https://www.wrpschool.org/parents 

7th February 3:30-6:00 and 9th February 3:30-6:30 

Parents’ Evenings (Face to face) 

Monday 13th February-Friday 17th February 

Half Term 

Friday 3rd March 

World Book Day 

 
 
Collective Worship 
On Monday, Year 6 led our Collective Worship on the theme of generosity. As one of our school values, the children 

are very confident in explaining what generosity is and how they can put this into action. The children used the story 

of ‘The Widow and the penny’ to explain in more detail about Jesus’ teaching. 
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Sports & Achievements 

 
We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, 
please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavour to 
include as many of your photos as possible each week.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s sporting stars: 

Barney Rhodes (Oak) passed 

stage 7 and moved up to Stage 8. 

His hard work and commitment is 

paying off. 

Lewis (Beech) won a trophy for 

making a good effort and being a 

determined player at this week’s 

rugby match against Chard. 

Last week, a group of our Year 6 

children participated in Exeter 

City football tournament. The 

boys played brilliantly and won all 

of their pool games, however 

were knocked out in the quarter 

finals.  

Well done, Oliver, Jack, Rory, 

George, Matthew, Charlie, Luca 

and Taylor who represented 

Withycombe superbly. 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Year 1 have been 

learning about 

humans and other 

animals in science. 

This week we 

completed lots of fun 

activities to learn 

about our senses; we 

really enjoyed tasting 

different foods. We 

know that foods can 

taste bitter, sweet, 

salty and sour and 

there is also an umami 

taste too which can 

mean delicious and 

savoury. 
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On Thursday morning some 

KS2 children enjoyed a 

‘funfest’ multi sports 

festival at Exmouth Tennis 

centre. At the event the 

children took part in 6 

different events, ranging 

from skittles to noughts 

and crosses and bench-ball.  

They all worked really hard. 

Well done, Bodhi, Maddie, 

Skyla, Harold, Dylan, Evie, 

Noah, Olly, Harper and 

Henry. 

Last Friday, we were visited by our 

local Member of Parliament, Simon 

Jupp. Mr Jupp was invited to come 

and speak to us about school funding 

and the difficulties we are 

experiencing as a school with the 

rising costs of heating, food and bills 

as well as the issues for schools 

around recruitment and retention of 

staff. Mr Jupp listened to our concerns 

and agreed to share these issues with 

Government colleagues. Mr Jupp 

toured the school and made some 

lovely comments online about his 

visit. 

https://www.simonjupp.org.uk/news/

withycombe-raleigh-primary-school-

exmouth 


