Reading Spine
Updated December 2022

Our reading spine is a core list of books which children will experience as they move through our school. These essential reads for each year group ensure
children experience a breadth of literature and different genres. The books may be read aloud to children as part of the daily read, form part of their reading
comprehension work or be the basis for a writing unit or topic work.

We aim to engage every child with a selection of picture books, illustrated fiction, chapter books and non-fiction

In his book ‘Reading Reconsidered’, Doug Lemov points out that there are five types of text that children should have access to in order to successfully
navigate reading with confidence. We have used his five types of text as a basis for our reading spine.

Archaic Texts - books written include vocabulary, syntax and contexts which are of an earlier period. These include classic children’s literature.

Non-Linear Time Sequences - In these books children may experience changes in the direction of time e.g. flashbacks, or in the rate of time elapsing; a
narrative slows down suddenly or leaps ahead.

Complexity of the Narrator - books narrated by an unreliable narrator, or those with multiple narrators. Others have non-human narrators
Complexity of Plot - books which may have multiple intertwined and apparently (for a time) unrelated plot lines.
Resistant Texts - where the material to be difficult to understand, to deliberately resist easy meaning-making by readers.

As well as the five text types noted above, we have also ensured children at WRPS will read books which reflect the diversity of our society, those books with
Black, Asian or Minority Ethic characters and those which encourage children to explore inclusivity and difference.

Pie Corbett says...

‘Great books build the imagination. The more we read aloud expressively, and the more children are able to savour, discuss and reinterpret literature through
the arts, the more memorable the characters, places and events become, building an inner world. A child who is read to will have an inner kingdom of
unicorns, talking spiders and a knife that cuts into other worlds. The mind is like a ‘tardis’; it may seem small but inside there are many mansions. Each great
book develops the imagination and equips the reader with language.

Great stories speak to us as individuals and some children will return to certain books again and again. Great stories also build our language because around

75 per cent of our vocabulary comes from our reading. Reading develops the ability to think in the abstract; to follow lines of thought. Schools that have a
reading spine, build a common bank of stories that bind the community together. These are shared and deeply imagined common experiences’.
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