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News from your Headteacher 

We have loved celebrating World Book Day today. The children and staff have enjoyed dressing up as their 
favourite book characters and sharing books together. Today is an ideal opportunity to remind everyone the 
importance of reading and sharing books with children. At Withycombe we believe it is very important to have a 
clear vision for reading. We feel that is the single most important learning opportunity for children as reading 
opens the door to so many other areas of learning. Numerous studies show that for children who read regularly, 
including reading for pleasure, that this makes a big difference to their educational performance and future 
success in employment!   
 
Evidence suggests that children who read every day not only perform better in reading tests than those who 
don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other 
cultures. In fact, reading is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school than any other factor. 
Parents can make a huge difference!  Research shows that reading for pleasure can promote better health and 
wellbeing and helps to build social connections and relationships with others. Reading regularly with children has 
astonishing benefits: comfort and reassurance, confidence and security, relaxation, happiness and fun. Giving a 
child time and full attention when reading them a story tells them that they matter. It builds self-esteem, 
vocabulary, feeds imagination and even improves their sleeping patterns.  
 
Parents are the most important educators in a child’s life – even more important than their teachers – and it’s 
never too early to start reading together. This is why we ask parents to sign the home school agreement, agreeing 
to support their child with reading regularly at home and give them the springboard they deserve. We encourage 
all our families to make the time each day to read with their children. Please do not underestimate the difference 
you can make to your child’s future attainment by just reading with them every day.  
 
If you are aware of adults within our school community who struggle with reading and may be interested in 
receiving some support, we have details of a new project running in Exmouth called Read Easy.   This project is a 
national initiative, highlighted in the media when Repair Shop presenter, Jay Blades, made a BBC documentary. 
The program followed his journey as he faced up to the challenge of learning to read as an adult with the support 
of a Read Easy Reading Coach. 
There are 2.4 million adults in England alone who struggle with reading or 
cannot read at all. Through independent, locally run volunteer groups, Read 
Easy provides free, confidential one-to-one coaching for adults who want to 
learn to read.  To find out more about groups in Exmouth, you can use this 
link: 
https://readeasy.org.uk/groups/exeter/ 
Alternatively, we have fliers available in the school office. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://readeasy.org.uk/groups/exeter/
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Contact us 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can email 
your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397. Please be aware that teachers do 
not have the opportunity to check emails during the school day and therefore if you have an urgent message for 
staff within the school day, please ring our office or email as indicated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend        
Mrs. E Jones 

 

Term dates can be found at: https://www.wrpschool.org/parents 

Friday 3rd March 

World Book Day   

Friday 17th March 

Comic Relief-Mufti Day 

Friday 31st March 

Last day of Spring Term 

 
Collective Worship 
This week our theme in Collective Worship has been the story of Jesus calming the storm. We have used this 

story as a way to teach children ways in which they can support their well being when things become 

challenging or ‘stormy’. Our children are brilliant at knowing what to do if they have a problem and they were 

keen to share the things they do to help them feel happy. 
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Environmental News – Tree Planting! 

On February 22nd, members of our Ethos Council were involved in a tree planting project in Phear Park 

(Bowling Green area – show on the map below).   

 

EDDC’s Green Spaces Officer, Russel Giblett and members of the Exmouth Tree Project, Exmouth in Bloom and 

Wild Exmouth welcomed 23 of our children to help plant nearly 230 saplings! 

The project is part of a national initiative by the Woodland Trust and also commemorates the WI’s centenary 
and the King's Coronation. 
 
Children learnt how important trees are in fighting climate change and how by creating quality native woods, 
this will benefit nature, climate and people into the future.  The tree planting will bring many advantages to 
our local environment: capturing carbon, connecting fragmented habitats and increasing biodiversity. 
 
Nationally, the Woodland Trust aim to establish 60,000ha of native woodland: connecting fragmented 

habitats, increasing biodiversity and capturing carbon.  The overall target is to plant about 100 million trees!  

In Exmouth, 1800m2 of new woodland will be planted, removing 54000kg of carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere each year.   

We were pleased to hear that everything used in the planting was biodegradable, including hemp mulch mats 
and guards made out of plant cellulose! 
 
The children did us proud, working really hard to achieve this – every child represented our school in the 

respectful way that we would expect.   They were each deservedly awarded a ‘Woodland Certificate’ in 

assembly.  

Mr Smith, Deputy Headteacher 
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Sports & Achievements 
 

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you 
have anything to share, please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news 
and a photo if possible. We will endeavour to include as many of your photos as 
possible each week.  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s sporting stars: 

Molly received the most 

improved player's award 

from Exmouth Netball 

Club. 

Libby and Tess (Ospreys) 

received the Exmouth 

Swimming and Lifesaving 

award for coming 1st and 

3rd overall in the 

swimming gala. 

Amber completed her 

Stage 1 Swimming and 

was awarded her 

certificate just before 

half-term. 

Kieran and Archie 

competed in the Devon 

Junior Chess Open Spring 

Tournament.  

Archie came 2nd in the 

U9s, winning 5 out of 6 

games. 

Kieran was the youngest 

in his category but came 

joint 3rd, winning 4 out of 

6 games 

They also both completed 

their half marathons at 

the park run on Sunday. 

 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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A great photo of our Year 3 and 4 Girls’ 

Football team after their win before half 

term. 

Last week, our Year 4 boys 

hosted two incredibly close 

football matches against St 

Peter’s. The atmosphere was 

super and the boys played at 

a super level. We are excited 

for the next leg over at St 

Peter’s in the Summer Term.  

Well done, Travis, Max, 

Albie, Tom, Ed, Zach, Billy, 

Albert, Oscar, Jayden, 

Benjamin, Ben, Jimi, O, Enzo, 

Harry and Freddie. 
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Both KS1 and KS2 have been doing street 

dance lessons over the last 5 weeks, they 

performed a dance piece to their parents 

and grown-ups and were amazing. We 

can’t believe how much they have learned 

over such a short time. We are so proud of 

them. 
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Year 6 classes have made shelters in the 

natural environment based on the design 

of an Anderson shelter which they have 

been studying in their World War II topic 

this term. 
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Exmoor Zoo came to visit Year 1, they brought lots of different animals for the children to identify, name and classify 
including; an owl, snake, spider, mice and stick insects. Year 1 are learning to name, identify and classify reptiles, 
birds, mammals, and invertebrates.  They have also met Mrs Jones’s tortoise George and Mrs Bull’s bearded dragon 
Barry. 
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Tree planting in Phear Park 
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World Book Day: A small collection of photos from today’s World Book Day Celebrations. 

 


