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News from your Headteacher 

We have made it to the end of term and what a year it has been here at Withycombe. I really hope that your children 

have enjoyed their year with us and that they have lots of happy memories of things they have experienced over the 

past 12 months. For staff it has been a challenging year for a number of reasons but I am so proud of all the staff for 

their hard work, resilience and enthusiasm, making sure the children get the best time in school that they can. We are 

all definitely ready for the summer but looking forward to welcoming everyone back in the Autumn Term; children 

return on Monday 5th September and this can be in summer or winter uniform. We will switch to winter uniform on 

Monday 19th September in time for individual photos. The school day for everyone will be 8:40-3:10 from September. 

Gates will be locked at 8:50. A reminder of the entrances each year group should use: 

School Lane-Years 4, 5 and 6 

Kitchen Gate-Years 2 and 3 

Foundation Gate-Bumblebees and Year 1 

Driveway gates-Dragonflies and Ladybirds. 

Benches 

You may have noticed our beautiful new benches that 

recently appeared on the playground. The stunning 

wooden benches have been designed and created by 

‘Hands On’ in association with Avocet Recruitment. 

The original idea for the benches came from Ollie 

Harradine in Year 6 who told his dad about our need 

for some new benches. We are honoured that Hands 

On and Avocet selected our school as part of their 

community project and we are delighted with the 

benches. They already get used lots.  
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We have also been gifted a bench made entirely from recycled plastic, some of 

which was collected by the Year 5 children themselves during a beach clean.  

Bottles, drums, crates, and nets were amongst the junk collected from beaches 

to make the bench. 

The plastic was then sent to Devon Contract Waste who mixed it with other 

recycled plastics and created the bench. 

It’s all part of the Waste Education Programme developed by Devon County 

Council (DCC) and Resource Futures and helped by Keep Britain Tidy’s Ocean Recovery Project, which aims to highlight 

plastic pollution and the role of the local circular economy. The bench has pride of place in our new sensory area. 

Contact us 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can email your 
child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email admin@wrpschool.org or 
enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397. Please be aware that teachers do not have the opportunity to 
check emails during the school day and therefore if you have an urgent message for staff within the school day, please 
ring our office or email as indicated. 
 
Have a lovely summer-see you all on 5th September.
Mrs. E Jones 
 

Upcoming Events 

Friday 22nd July, 11 am 

Year 6 Leavers’ Service 

End of Term 

Monday 5th September 

Children return 

Tuesday 20th September 

Individual photos 

Collective Worship 

This was our final collective worship for this term – and this academic year. It encouraged children, at 
the end of a school year to reflect on what ‘wise words’ they might pass on to younger pupils in the 
school as they move up.   

 
 

 

A message from the PTFA: 

Big thank you to all Teachers, Staff, Friends 

and Parents that helped at the Withy 

Fest/Summer Fair. Together we raised over 

£5500! 

Special mention to Louise, Jake, Carmen, 

Ella, Sophie, Jenson, Finlay , Sienna, Joseph 

and Charlie. Also previous student Kayla. 

 

mailto:admin@wrpschool.org
mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Safeguarding – Early Help / MASH 

I have included information around ‘Early Help’ and ‘MASH’ in previous newsletters, but felt that a further quick 
summary might be a useful. 

We are aware that many families face pressures and challenges around their daily lives.  Where more help is needed, 
it is sometimes appropriate to access a support system known as ‘Early Help’ which involves professionals working 
together, aiming to provide the right (and timely) support. 

Early Help offers support to families with all sorts of issues from parenting, employment and school attendance to 
emotional wellbeing or anti-social behaviour.  Examples of when help might be needed might include: being 
worrying about someone’s physical or mental health, a disability or special need; domestic abuse; alcohol or drug 
misuse; harmful behaviour or involvement in crime; and financial difficulties or housing situations which are having a 
negative impact.   

Typically, families are provided with a main point of contact, perhaps someone like a social worker, a health visitor 
or a housing officer.  After an initial assessment meeting to identify any support services needed, a support plan will 
be written with the family and reviewed regularly often in a ‘TAF’ (Team Around the Family) meeting. 

Help can be obtained in a number of ways:  

• Talking to someone already known e.g. a health visitor, a GP or Mr Smith, Mrs Jones or a class teacher. 

• Searching on Pinpoint Devon which has the details of thousands of community services and groups available 
in Devon. 

• Call Early Help Customer Services on 0345 1551071 (Mon to Fri 8am–8pm and Sat 9am–1pm) 

• Email the Early Help Hub for Mid and East Devon: Earlyhelpmideastsecure-mailbox@devon.gov.uk 
 

If you ever have any urgent safeguarding concerns about a child please call the MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding 
Hub) on 0345 155 1071.  In an emergency of course, call 999.  

Mr Smith – Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.pinpointdevon.co.uk/
mailto:Earlyhelpmideastsecure-mailbox@devon.gov.uk
tel:03451551071
tel:999
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Sports & Achievements
We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, 
please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavour to 
include as many of your photos as possible each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of our Year 6 children went to 

Wimbledon! The children had Court One 

tickets and watched the Girls and Teens 

Doubles Final. What an amazing 

experience! 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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This week’s sporting stars: 

Edie, Saule, Imogen and Sally have been 

doing an amazing job this week in We Will 

Rock You.   Standing ovations and great local 

reaction.  Edie ready to rock Exmouth!! 

Esmé had the opportunity to meet & swim 

with some Olympians at the Plymouth Life 

Centre last weekend. She’s pictured here 

with Chad Le Clos & Max Litchfield. 

Zara and Poppy did a dance pairs (fast dance) 

competition in Bristol and came second. 

Evan (Rabbits) achieved his orange belt in 

martial arts this week. 

Esther and Olivia from Bumble Bees have 

completed their first Swim Devon course. 
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More stars: 

Beth (Oak) with her silver medal that she won at the ETA 

competition last weekend. 

Alfie (Oak) with all his rosettes from the swimming gala at 

LED. 

Jack (Seals) set new club records in 7 and under for the 

25m freestyle, backstroke and butterfly. 

Elsa (Dolphins) passed her ballet exam with merit. 
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Hedgehog Class enjoyed breakfast in 

Nature School. 
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Year 5 enjoyed their first school residential 

experience, camping at Prattshayes 

campsite last week. 
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On Friday, Foundation Stage was filled 

with children dressed as ladybirds, bumble 

bees, butterflies and all kinds of mini-

beasts, as they celebrated the end of their 

first year at school at an Ugly Bug Ball!  It 

was lovely to see the children proudly 

showing their families all of the wonderful 

work they have produced this year. Thank 

you to all of the parents for the fantastic 

cakes and treats on the day! 


